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Tesla Forum of Western Australia Inc. 
A.B.N. 89 780 321 690 

 
 

1TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
SUNDAY 3rd APRIL 2005 

       
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

1. Introduction 
 
This report is prepared for the 1st Annual General Meeting of the Tesla Forum of 
W.A. Inc. and covers the period since its establishment in November 2003. 
 

2. Establishment 
 
Tesla Forum has initially been established as an unincorporated community group 
that was registered by City of Subiaco WA in November 2003. 
 
The founding members of the Tesla Forum are: 

On 20 April 2004 Tesla Forum has officially been incorporated as the Western 
Australian based association. 
 

3. Objectives 
 
The objectives of the Tesla Forum are the following: 
 
- Proclaim the 10th of July as “Nikola Tesla Day” in (Western) Australia. 
- Name one park and one of the major streets in Perth after Nikola Tesla. 
- Establishment of the Tesla Annual Award for young researchers. 
- Promotion of the Tesla’s achievements within the general, professional, and 

academic communities. 
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- Organization of lectures and exhibitions of the Tesla legacy. 
- Development and maintenance of comprehensive web site. 
- Collaboration with similar associations worldwide. 

 

4. Membership 
 
Currently Tesla Forum has 50 individual and 3 corporate members. 
 

5. Financial Status 
 
The Forum is operating using a good financial practice and has no outstanding debts. 
 
Accounts and other pertinent information are provided in a separate document 
prepared for this AGM by Zoran Petkovic, Treasurer. 
 

6. Tesla Forum’s Activities & Achievements 
 
Tesla Forum became involved in numerous projects locally in Western Australia 
since its establishment. It has also established cooperation with professionals and 
organizations from overseas. The major events organized by Tesla Forum include 
the following: 
 
6.1 Lectures 
 
9 June 2004 - "A Tribute to Nikola Tesla - The Man who Invented Modern Power 
Systems and so Much More", Lecture by Dr Zoran Bozic (Western Power) at 
Engineers Australia Auditorium, Perth 

 

Run in conjunction with the Engineers Australia, the 
lecture attracted about 100 people and Dr Zoran Bozic 
gave a very informative and interesting lecture on 
Tesla, his work, his inventions and the importance of 
Tesla’s work to our modern world.  
 
 
27 October 2004 - "Nikola Tesla", Lecture by Dr Paul Pokorny at the IEE NSW 
Branch, Sydney 
 
 
6.2 Tesla Day Celebration 
 
10 July 2004 - 1st Tesla Day Celebration in Perth! 
 
The Nikola Tesla Day dinner was held at the Grand Chancellor Hotel in Perth to 
celebrate Tesla’s birthday as the International Day of Science, technology, peace 
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and cooperation among the nations and help 
achieve one of the Tesla Forum main objectives, 
the proclamation of this Day in WA.  
 
The event was fully booked in advance which only 
proves an extraordinary interest and respect that 
exist for Nikola Tesla’s work and achievements.  
 
The best documentary ever made about Tesla - 
“Nikola Tesla: The Genius Who Lit the World” was 

shown during the dinner, the courtesy of the Tesla Memorial Society of New York. 
 
It was a wonderful night filled with interesting 
speeches and audiovisual displays, superbly 
orchestrated by Dragana Zivancevic who did a 
great job of co-ordinating the event. 
 
We were privileged to have three speakers from 
different aspects of the science community to 
speak at the event; A/Professor Tam Nguyen, 

Director of Energy Systems Centre, School of 
Electrical, Electronic and Computer Engineering of 
UWA, A/Professor Andre Luiten Director of the 
Optical Division of the Frequency Standards and 
Metrology Group, School of Physics, UWA and 
Andrew Yuncken from Engineers Australia. Big 
thanks also go to Dr Wally Knezevic who was our 
elegant MC throughout the memorable evening.  
 

To round out the night we were entertained by two 
young musicians; Mark Knezevic, a classical 
guitarist and later, by Nik Babic with some Bach on 
the viola. 
 
But best of all was the camaraderie and joviality felt 
throughout the night, of people dining together, 
enjoying each other’s company and supporting the 
same ideals of the promotion of the legacy of 
Nikola Tesla and science in general. 
 
Thanks to your generosity that evening, Tesla Forum was able to raise $650 for the 
production of the Tesla Medallion.  
�

 
6.3 Cooperation with other organizations 
 
August 2004 – Tesla Forum - the inaugural participant in the “Ambassadors for 
Science” project! 

�

 Tesla Forum is one of the inaugural participants in the 
“Ambassadors for Science” project. The initiative for the 
project came from Scitech and the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, Office of Science & Innovation 

(www.sciencewa.net.au). 
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As part of this program, the scientists from Tesla Forum are made available to talk 
about their science careers during the year on several occasions. 
  
This initiative is an important step in bridging the communication gap that exists 
between science organizations (including university science departments), schools 
and the general public in Western Australia. There are many fantastic science 
projects being conducted in WA and there is also a real need for Western Australians 
to be made aware of the role of different science organizations in WA. 
  
This project is expected to provide educational benefits to students and the wider 
general public. 
 
Tesla Forum is represented in this program by Dr Nenad Kolibas and Dr Zoran Bozic, 
both from Western Power Corporation, Perth WA.   
 
16 August 2004 – “Brain Break” - Science Week 2004 Breakfast in Subiaco 
 

Tesla Forum has been invited and participated 
with other science-based organizations all over 
Western Australia in the National Science Week 

events (14-22 August 2004) including the “Brain Break”! This week is designed to 
acknowledge the great work done by the Tesla Forum’s scientists and scientists from 
many other organizations. 
 
The aim of this celebration was to:  
• celebrate the scientific basis of the Tesla 

Forum 
• show your support for Tesla Forum’s science 

staff; 
• align Tesla Forum with National Science 

Week.  
 
More details about the “Brain Break” event are 
available online at www.scienceweek.info.au  
 
6.4 Tesla Medal 
 
Tesla Forum has organized to award the first TESLA MEDALS to three university 
students who excel in university courses related to Tesla’s work; two to UWA and 
one to a Curtin student.  The Medal will be awarded together with a cash prize. 
 
The Medals will be awarded to the highest mark students in the following courses: 
 
- Experimental Physics at the School of Physics, University of Western Australia, 
Perth 
 
- Electromagnetic Theory at the School of Electrical, Electronic and Computer 
Engineering, University of Western Australia, Perth 
 
- Electrical Systems at the School of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Curtin 
University, Perth 
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According to this agreement, Tesla Forum became the sponsor of these awards for 
the minimum period of 5 years (at least until 2009). 
 
The Tesla Medal Objectives & Rules document has been developed by the Tesla 
Medal sub-committee (Prof. Dr Tam Nguyen, Prof Dr Boris Martinac and Branislav 
Grbovic). 
 
16 November 2005 –  Tesla Medal Launch 
 
The Tesla Medal launch function was held at 
Scitech Discovery Centre followed by Tesla Coil 
High Voltage Show. The event was hosted by Dr 
Nenad Kolibas and Scitech Discovery Centre was 
very kind to provide all necessary facilities and the 
show. 

 
What a wonderful night it was!! Wasn’t the 
electrical display interesting! It was especially 
rewarding to see the many children attending 
and enjoying them so much.   About 120 people 
turned up and it was particularly good to see 
Mark McGowan representing W.A. Premier’s 
Office; Mr Milivoje Glisic, Ambassador of Serbia 
& Montenegro; Mrs Robin McClellan, U.S. Consul 
General; Tony Costa, Lord Mayor of Subiaco 
and representatives from the universities 

amongst many of the VIPs who attended. 
 
The highlight of the evening however, was the 
official unveiling of the Tesla Medal which is 
being struck ready to be awarded next March/ 
April to the worthy recipient students at UWA and 
Curtin.   
 
On 6th April 2005 we will be presenting a Curtin 
University student with the first TESLA MEDAL 

and a cheque for $300! 
This is very exciting for all of us as not only is Tesla Forum celebrating intellectual 
rigour and excellence, but also we are also spreading Tesla’s ideals by supporting 
science and critical thinking skills. 
 
6.5 Applications for Naming of the Streets in Perth - 
 
The Street & Park Naming Subcommittee consisted of Beverley Knezevic, Joseph 
Curcic, Ivan Vasev and Milisav Vasev. Their excellent work has resulted in some 
extraordinary results: 
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• City of Wanneroo - Wangara Industrial area (proposal coordinated by Beverley 

Knezevic) 
 
In January 2005 an approval has been granted for Tesla Drive in Wangara WA! 
 
City of Wanneroo formally advised 
that our proposal for naming of the 
street within their new 
development area “Enterprise 
Park Industrial Estate Wangara” is 
now officially approved! 
 
Beverley Knezevic was the driving 
force behind the campaign and 
this successful outcome is purely 
the result of her fantastic work and 
excellent communication 
established with local authorities. 
 
The works in the area have 
already started and it is expected 
that “Tesla Drive” will be built by 
the end of 2005. 
 
• City of Rockingham – 

proposal submitted for naming 
of the street within new 
developments such as 
Anchorage Estate, Harrington 
Waters at Waikiki, Kennedy 
Park or other developments at 
Port Kennedy (proposal 
coordinated by Joseph Curcic, 
Sanja Spasojevic and Jelena 
Stojanovic) 

 
City of Rockingham approved the Tesla Forum’s application to name a street in the 
new General Industrial subdivision within the City after Nikola Tesla. The subdivision 
is located at the corner of the Patterson Road and Ennis Avenue. This is terrific news 
and the area named is quite prominent and located near the city centre and beach! 
 
The City of Rockingham is now seeking the support from the Geographic Names 
Committee of the Department of Land Administration to place the name “Tesla” on 
the register of street names for future use within the above mentioned subdivision. 
 
Special thanks to Sanja and Jelena, our non-members, whose contribution was 
crucial for winning this one! 
 
• East Perth Redevelopment – initial proposal was submitted to name one of the 

major streets in the new Gateway Master Plan project – Metrobus Subdivision in 
Perth after Nikola Tesla (proposal coordinated by Ivan Vasev). The proposal was 
not accepted by the EPRA. 
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• East Perth Redevelopment  - Another proposal submitted to EPRA for naming 
of the street within the “Sector 29 IMAGO”, which is located between Kensington 
St. and Brown St. (proposal coordinated by Beverley Knezevic & Ivan Vasev). 
We are still expecting a response to this proposal. 

 
6.6 Grants - 
 
September 2004 City of Subiaco – Community and Cultural Development Grant 
 
Tesla Forum has been awarded $500 grant to support the design and publication of 
its new brochure. Nadica Urosevic prepared the proposal and she is currently 
managing all activities to have the brochure published by due date (end of April 
2005). 
 
Other Applications for Grants 
 
The Grants Subcommittee has been set up (Vladimir Jovovic, Ljiljana Ristic, Minja 
Fogel) to investigate opportunities and prepare applications for other grants. 
 

7. Look Ahead 
 
Tesla Forum of W.A. Inc. has became well recognized organization in the past 1 ½ 
years. Our results have by far exceeded all expectations, thanks to extraordinary 
work of its members and fantastic support from other organizations, institutions and 
individuals. 
 
Our focus in the following period will be on consolidating the organization and to 
achieve our outstanding objectives. 
 
Year 2005/2006 
 

• Consolidation of the Tesla Forum operation (financial, marketing, web site) 
 
• Organize Annual Tesla Day Celebration on 9 July 2005 
 
• Participate in the Australian Science Festival, Canberra, August 2005 
 
• Ambassadors for Science – continuation 

 
• 2005 Science Week / Brain Break - continuation 

 
• Organize presentations and lectures (Rotary Club, schools and similar) 

 
• Naming of a park in Perth after Nikola Tesla 

 
• Establish cooperation with similar international organizations 

 

Long-term 
 

• Lobby for support to proclaim the International Tesla Day 
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• Organize regular children activity science workshops in schools or during 
holidays 

 
• Tesla bust to be erected at universities 

 
• Attracting theatre related to Tesla to Perth 

 
• Prepare papers & presentations onthe Tesla’s work at technical conferences, 

magazines etc. 
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